
#RockingtheNews  February 2019 Whitley Bay Rockcliff RFC  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 www.rockcliffrfc.co.uk 
 
 

Rocking the News 

  

CLUB NEWS 
A NOTE FROM THE PREZZ 

WBR is enjoying the greatest levels of success on and off 
the field. Inclusion from our members is huge and we 
appreciate your support to put WBR on the map. Here 
are a few new initatives we are running to increase our 
profile and to support our community. 
 

 
 

VETERANS' BREAKFAST CLUB 
We are proud to announce we will be working in joint 
forces with a number of other locations especially to 
help our armed forces veterans.   We will be hosting 
walk in sessions  offering professional help and guidance 
from specialist staff at The Royal British Legion. 
  
The first walk in session will be on Saturday 23rd 
February and all ex-service verterans are welcome for a 
cuppa and a bacon sandwich as well as support and 
advice.  

 

 
 

BLOOD BANK SESSIONS 
AT ROCKCLIFF 
At Rockcliff 12pm-8pm. Simply go on line and register 
www.blood.co.uk  
 Wednesday  15th May 2019 
 Thursday  23rd May 2019 
 Wednesday 29th May 2019 
 Wednesday  12th June 2019 
 Thursday  27th June 2019 
 Wednesday  10th July 2019 
 Wednesday 24th July 2019 
 
SPONSOR BOARDS  
Without the generous support of our commercial 
sponsors our Club would be able to do much less. Our 
sponsors are valued members of the Rockcliff 
community.  Should you know any local business that 
would like to promote their success with ours please 
contact myself scarruthers@blueyonder.co.uk or Neil 
Thornton neilthorton188@sky.com or ask at the Club to 
purchase a massive Sponsour Board on our new AGP. 
 
BEER FESTIVAL MAY 24TH - 26TH 
Any potential Beer Festival sponsors welcome for a keg 
(£100 or a Gin £50) again contact myself or Neil 
Thornton. Volunteers would be greatly apprreciated to 
help serve and assist. 
 
Finally, our new Grounds Person Mr Andy McMullen has 
drawn three personal compliments for his assistance - 
one from The RFU, one from Newcastle Uni but a further 
one for his assistance of a disabled supporter.  Well done 
Andy and thank you. He can always do with a little help 
policing our valuable AGP to ensure that it is in tip top 
condition. 

 Scott Carruthers 
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RUGBY NEWS 
ROCKCLIFF 1ST XV 

With 19 out of 19 league victories, 
Rockcliff 1st XV are embarking on one of 

the greatest seasons in living memory, with promotion 
into DN1 now within reaching distance. 
 
The addition of experienced head coach Darren 
Cunningham and ex-Scotland international Craig 
Hamilton has revitalised the senior playing squad.  
 
Their blueprint has reaped significant home and away 
victories against league contenders Sunderland, 
Hartlepool and most notably, a spectacular crucial away 
victory, to second placed North Shields.  
 
The impending reverse fixture against Shields on March 
9th could be pivotal to Rock's chances of going up as 
champions and securing, what would be, one of the 
most memorable seasons in Rockcliff history. 

Tom Reid 

 
VIKINGS (2NDS) 

The Rockcliff Vikings started off 2019 by beating fellow 
title contenders Berwick and Ryton. Off the pitch Dean 
Harrison has joined the coaching/management set up 
alongside club legend Spelk (aka Neil Thornton). More 
success on the pitch has followed with convincing wins 
over Blaydon and Ashington however the most positive 
news from the Vikings is the large numbers at training 
and seeing new and old faces back at the club. Going 
forward this Vikings are looking to complete the league 
and cup double and see more players break into the 
1st XV.  

Mono 

 
RANGERS (3RDS) 

The Rangers (with their new unofficial moniker the 
‘Galahads’, after Aldi’s legendary lager, which is their 
favoured post-match refreshment) started the new year 
narrowly losing out to local rivals North Shields in the 
cup. However, the Rangers enjoyed great success with a 
convincing win over Seghill and a record win against 
Gosforth putting 80 points past them at Hillheads led by 
newly elected captain geography teacher and Rangers' 
regular Micky Knott. This recent form is due in no small 
part to club legends Partis, Sarin and Malarkey coming 
out of retirement to join the ‘rugby with a smile’ Rangers 
revolution, alongside young guns such as Jimmy Morton, 
Thomas ‘Eggy’ Dent and Bazza ‘Bongo’ Irving. The 
experience-youth combination is best exemplified by the 
three father-son combinations that have turned out for 
Rangers this season- Dave and Russ Hill, John and David 
Hearl and Bobby and Matty Brister - the latter player 

bringing a real touch of class to the rangers every time 
he plays. It’s a real testament to the whole Club at the 
moment that three senior teams are being fielded, and 
twenty plus players making themselves available for the 
rangers virtually every week. The Rangers thank you all 
for your support.  Looking ahead, the Rangers will be 
looking to build on their current form when they play 
North Shields and Morpeth in the coming month.  

Russell Hill 

 

ROCKCLIFF TOUCH RUGBY 
ST  VALENTINE’S SIX NATION SPECIAL 
Touch Rugby sessions are ran by 
Blackadders Touch Rugby every Thursday 
evening, from 6:00pm-7:00pm and on Valentine's Day 
saw the group organise a 6 Nations themed session, 
where everyone put on their team colours and enjoyed a 
few games of touch rugby. 
  
25 keen players took part with a mix of England, Ireland, 
Wales and even France shirts on display. The "Best 
Dressed Player Award" went to Ben Carr and Alex Scott 
for their efforts (pictured below). 
  
Touch Rugby is a game for everyone, whether you’re a 
former contact player, new player, male, female, young, 
old, it is a game for people of all shapes and sizes and we 
currently have a mix of players aged 14 to 62 years old of 
various abilities. 
  
So if you fancy giving it ago, why not come down and 
‘TRY’ it? Every Thursday 6pm-7pm at the Club (AGP). 
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COUNTY 
Nine of our U15s were representing 
Northumberland County in a Festival 
against teams from Durham and Cumbria 

at Kingston Park.  Well done lads ! 
 

 
Left to right (Back) Ethan Cooper, Jordan Webster, 
Mathew Webster, Owen Hayton, Liam Hardy and Sam 
Whelan. 
Left to right (Front) Tyler Boak, Nathan Greenwood and 
William Barrett 

 

TRAINING 
 
 
Tuesday and Thursdays - Seniors 
Social Touch Rugby 6 - 7 Thursdays 

Mini, Junior, Girls & Colts -  see team managers 
Gym facilities available for over 18's see team 
managers 

 
AGP IT'S SOFT YET SPIKEY - LET'S KEEP IT THAT WAY 
BE BOOTWISE 
 
 Clean RFU compliant screw-in or moulded studs 

 No blades - no trainers - no flat shoes 

 

  
 
 
 
 

Total currently standing at £23,160 and counting. 

 

Many thanks for the support ! 
https://www.goldengiving.com/w/rock4olly There are 
still t shirts available at the extremes of our size range - 
if you'd like to purchase a t shirt please contact 
mailto:liz.fletcher@blueyonder.co.uk 

 

 

ROCKING THE ENTERTAINMENT 
Ask behind the bar for details 
Please support your Club 

 
SIx Nations - if you're not lucky enough to be there get 
yourself to Rockcliff  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
February 
 Sat 23rd 14.15 France v Scotland 
 Sat 23rd 16.45 Wales v England 
 Sun 24th 15.00 Italy v Ireland 
 
March 
 Sat 9th 14.15 Scotland v Wales 
 Sat 9th 16.45 England v Italy 
 Sun 10th 15.00 Ireland v France 
 Sat 16th 12.30 Italy v France 
 Sat 16th 14.45 Wales v Ireland 
 Sat 16th 17.00 England v Scotland 
 
FEBRUARY 
Sat 23rd Feb  Help the Heroes 
 
MARCH 
Fri 8th March  U12 Race Night 
Sat 9th March Past Players'  Lunch 
Sat 30th March Touch Tournament at Percy Park 
 
APRIL 
Sat 13th April Players Evening & Awards 
 
MAY 
Sat 11th May SuperTens Tournament 
Fri- Sun 24th-26th May Whitley Bay Beer Festival 

 
 

Next issue to include :   
More news ! 
 
As ever thanks to contributors, volunteers and Club 
members for continued support.  Articles please to:- 
mailto:liz.fletcher@blueyonder.co.uk07946326972 or via 
facebook 
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